
A few years ago I was fortunate 
enough to work a month long 
exchange with another minister. 
Fortunate as the other minister 
lived and worked in Hawaii. It was 
an amazing experience. Obviously 
it was great fun spending time 
relaxing on Wakkiki beach and 
surfing on the north shore. It was 
also awesome to learn more about 
the United Methodist church and 
experience leading services in a 
very different tradition.Every day 
in Hawaii is brilliant sunshine and 
through most of the year the time 
the island spends in sunlight is 
roughly the same each day. This 
sounds wonderful and I’m sure 
that most of the time it would be. 
However, whilst I was there I 
spent some time talking to people 
about the different seasons of the 
church year and how they were 
celebrated. There’s something that 
seems very wrong to me about 
going carol singing and at the end 
of the night needing an iced fruit 
juice and a dip in the pool to cool 
down! It was whilst talking to 
people over there that I realised 
how much I appreciate our terrible 
weather!Stay with me on this 
one…..I believe our weather, and 
climate in general, help us to think 
about the seasons of the church 
year we are celebrating. In this 
time as we journey towards 
Christmas the nights have drawn in 
and it can feel like the darkness 
and cold might be here to 
overwhelm us. Then as we see the 
lights of Christmas and the hope 
and joy that they bring we 
understand and know that this 
night will not last forever.  The 
world has been given a light that 
will always shine in the darkness 
and the darkness will never 
overcome it.. 
Revd Graeme Dutton: Minister 
Alwoodley Park Methodist Church 
  

Fairtrade Cafes 
In January 2006, volunteers 
from St Barnabas Church 
Tuesday morning 
housegroup and Alwoodley 
Park Methodist  Church  
worked together to put on a 
Fairtrade lunchtime Café. Tuesday 
happened to be the one day in the week 
when there was no lunch for the elderly at 
any local church. Wonderful soup, 
sandwiches, fruit pie or cake at a very 
reasonable price, the opportunity to linger 
in conversation without pressure to give 
up your seat to someone else, a fantastic 
waitress service and the chance to help 
make a world of difference to producers, 
their families and their communities 
through making a purchase at the 
Traidcraft stall, all added up to an 
amazingly successful event which was 
repeated on a termly basis. In September 
2007, St Stephen’s Church, Moortown 
joined in and the cafes were every half 
term. In September this year, St Paul’s 
CE and Shadwell Methodist Church 
hosted a café at Shadwell Village Hall 
and it seemed the entire village had 
turned out!Thanks to a start up Well 
being Fund Grant of £400 and local 
support over £2,000 of Traidcraft goods 
have been sold and £800 from the café 
profits have been donated to Traidcraft 
projects, Smile Train and local charities. 
We thank all who have supported our 
cafes and hope to see even more of you at 
our next event on Tuesday 17th February 
12 – 2pm at St Stephen’s Church 

 QUIZ NIGHT  AT ALWOODLEY 
COMMUNITY CENTRE on  11th 
October was well supported. Quizmaster 
Nigel Beer set a varied selection of 
questions which were well received  and 
ensured a convivial evening enjoyed by 
all.   
The next quiz night is on Saturday 25th 
April ‘09 again at the ACA at 7-30p.m. 
All  quiz enthusiasts are welcome. 

 COMMUNITY CAROL & CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
 

This will be held in the ����������	�

��
���	�����  on Sunday 14th December 2008 
commencing at 2.30 p.m. and should last about an hour. The service is being organised by 
Alwoodley Methodist and St. Barnabas Church of England Churches. This is the 3rd year we 
have held this service and as at the last one, the uniformed organisations will take part again. 
Everyone is welcome, please come along and bring your friends.   

  
CHRISTMAS AT ALWOODLEY PARK 
METHODIST CHURCH  
 
Sunday 21st December –10.45 a.m. Christmas 
Drama - “Papa Panov” based on a Leo Tolstoy 
short story with Carols and readings. 
4.00 p.m.  Carols and words from around the 
world by candlelight followed by afternoon tea 
in the hall. Our church is lovely and warm, you 
will be so very welcome at our Carol Service 
when you will be able to enjoy listening to our 
Music Group and to singing Carols yourself – 
lots of old favourites. We have a children’s 
corner and there will be something to keep them 
amused. (We do not expect them to be still and 
quiet, we want all the children to feel very 
much a part of our Service).  
Sunday 24th December - CHRISTMAS EVE – 
Midnight Communion Service   commencing at 
11.30 p.m. led by Rev. G. Dutton 
Monday 25th December – CHRISTMAS DAY 
– Christmas morning worship   commencing at 
11.00 a.m. led by Mrs. D. Turnpenny 
The collection this morning will be given to 
Action for   Children (was known as NCH).  
 

 Alwoodley Park Methodist 
Church  
The Avenue, Leeds 17 
Revd. Graeme Dutton. 
Tel. No 0113 2683512 
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St Barnabas Church 
The View, Leeds 17 

Revd Nigel Beer.  
Tel No 0113 2678487 

 
ST BARNABAS’ SERVICES  
Sunday 14th December 
9.15am Morning Worship 
11.00am Morning Worship 
2.30pm Community Christingle 
service at the ACA 
Sunday 21st December 
9.15am Holy Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 
6.30pm  Carols by Candlelight 
Wednesday 24th December  
 Christmas Eve 
9.30am Holy Communion 
4.00pm  Children’s Christmas 
Service 
11.30pm  Midnight Communion 
Thursday 25th December   
Christmas Day 
10.00am Holy Communion Service 
Sunday 28th December 
10.00am Holy Communion Service 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St B’s Walking Group were sadly unable 
to rescue this Sat-Nav victim from his 
dilemma. We were amused by the notice 
on the back of the van “What do you 
think of my driving?” Next walk 17th 
December 2008 11.00a.m St B’s car park 

 TEA/COFFEE DANCE 
 AT ST BARNABAS 
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 Our church hall is 
open from 10.30 
on the third 
Wednesday each 
month.  We heard 
that Samaritan’s Purse “Operation 
Christmas Child”needed hats, scarves 
and mitts to complete many shoebox 
gifts we haven’t stopped knitting and 
have justreceived a lovely “Thank 
you” letter for our efforts. 
  At 12.30 the kitchen staff  serve us 
with soup and sweet. Again our 
Church lunch is open to all.  Each year 
a donation is sent to a soup kitchen in 
Romania organised by The Smiles 
Foundation. 
 We regret that there are now no 
spaces left for our Christmas dinner on 
17th December but we 
meet again on Wednesday January 21. 
All comers welcome. 
For lifts contact 2268269 or 2682591 
 

 

 Diary Notes 
December 11th 2008         Tea/Coffee Dance at St Barnabas Church Hall from 10.30.a.m. 
December 14th 2008         Community Carol and Christingle Service at the Alwoodley Community Centre 2-30.p.m. 
December 17th 2008         Busy Bees Christmas Special from 10.30.p.m. at St Barnabas 
December 17th 2008         St Barnabas Church Walk.11.00a.m. St Barnabas Car Park. 
December 22nd 2008        Churches Together Carol Singing at Sainsbury’s from 6.00p.m. - 8.00p.m. all comers welcome. 
January 8th 2009             St Barnabas Church Walk 11.00a.m at the Church car park. 
January 13th 2009           2nd Alpha Course begins at St Barnabas Church from 6-50p.m. 
January 16th 2009           Presentation with slides on “The Joys of being a Nursery Woman” by Sarah Hopps at            
                                           Alwoodley Park Methodist Church 7-30p.m. tickets £3.00 pay at the door 
February 12th 2009         Tea/Coffee Dance at St Barnabas Church Hall from 10-30a.m. 
February 17th 2009         Fairtrade Cafe at St Stephen’s Church 12 -2.00p.m. 
April 25th 2009                  Quiz Night at the Alwoodley Community Centre from 7-30p.m.  
 
                                              
 

 
 

 On Friday 16th January 
2009 Sarah Hopps will 
give a presentation 
with slides on 
“The Joys of Being 
a Nursery Woman”. Sarah, among 
other things, organises gardening 
holidays, and is often heard on Radio 
York.  Tickets are available at £3 
refreshments inc. pay at the door. 
The event is being held at 
Alwoodley Park Methodist Church, 
This is a fund raising event for the 
Church charity ‘Cambodia Trust’ 

 Busy Bees at St B’s 2008 


